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Twelfth Meeting, Monday, May 13th, 1861. 

Loed ASHBUKTON, President, in the Chair. 

Presentations. — The Rev. W. D. West; Colonel James Holland; 
Captain D. Nasmyth ; and J. Allen Brown ; and R. Broadwater, Esqrs., 
were presented upon their election. 

Elections. — Colonel John Lardner ; Lieut.-Colonel Lothian Nicholson* 
k.e. ; the Hon. J. F. Stuart Worthy ; and James F. Beckett, r.n. ; Oswald 
S. Bloxsome ; Rev. F. S. Cresswell ; George Farmer Miller ; Alexander F. 
MoUison ; John Carrich Moore ; and H. S. Dazley Smith, Esqrs., were 
elected Fellows. 

The Paper read was — 

Journey from Jeddo into the Interior of the Island of Nipon, with Ascent 
of the Volcano of Fusiyama. By Kutherford Alcock, Esq., H.M. 
Minister in Japan. 

Communicated through Sir E. I. Murchison. 
There are usually but two months in the year — July and August — 
when Fusiyama is sufficiently free from snow to admit of being 
ascended. August had already passed, while Mr. Alcock was still 
engaged in removing obstacles put' in his way by the Japanese 
ministers with felicitous invention and remarkable persistence. It 
was not considered dignified for him to go there, as the lower class 
of people were those who chiefly made the pilgrimage, and the roads 
were described as unsafe, and so forth. The Japanese have exerted 
all their ingenuity to nullify that clause of the treaty which allows 
liberty of travel to members of the legation. However, Mr. Alcock 
succeeded in making his arrangements to start, and as soon as 
it was absolutely fixed he should go, great pains were taken 
to render his journey agreeable. He travelled with eight English- 
men and a very large cavalcade along the high road, by which 
the Daimios travel every year to and from the coast, for their 
forced residence of six months ; and where the mountain-passes of 
Hakoni, 7000 feet above the sea, are strictly guarded, to prevent 
arms being conveyed by their followers to the capital, or the wife 
or female child of a Daimio being taken out with him, as these 
remain hostages during his absence. Clean and spacious houses for 
the accommodation of the Daimios were erected along the road. 
The way was exceedingly beautiful ; generally a gravelled avenue 
running through cultivated plains and valleys, where, though there 
is no freedom of the press or of speech, but a system of universal 



May 13, 1861.] JOURNEY FROM JEDDO TO NIPON. 133 

espionage with Draconian laws, the peasantry are happy-looking, 
and notahle for their careless freedom. Mr. Alcock says, " Greater 
evidence may .be seen in the British Isles, any day of the year, of 
misery, destitution, and discontent, than I have been able to dis- 
cover during a long residence. It is difficult, indeed, to reconcile 
all these tangible signs of material prosperity and well-being with 
an essentially bad Government, and equally impossible to doubt 
that, in many respects, if not in all, the mass of the population is 
much to be envied, even when brought into comparison with nations 
of the Western Hemisphere ; with or without Free Press, Free 
Trade, Liberty of Speech, Representative Government, Trial by 
Jury, or any other Palladium of the Liberties of the People." 
However, the Japanese are sad story-tellers. 

The mountain-passes of Hakoni reminded Mr. Alcock of the Swiss 
valley of Lauterbrunnen, and one dense forest of luxuriant trees 
and shrubs lay from the valleys to the highest summits. Crossing 
Hakoni and descending on the other side, the foot of Fusiyama was 
attained. The horses were left behind after part of the mountain 
had been ascended, and the rest of the way, about eight hours' 
climb, was performed on foot. The top is a crater, long since 
extinct, some 1100 yards in length, and the highest peak was cal- 
lated by boiling-water observations at 14,177 feet above the sea. 
The Japanese pilgrims who ascend it, do so in white dresses. 

Eeturning homewards Mr. Alcock crossed the Hakoni range at 
another point, and visited Atami, where there are numerous sources 
of steam and sulphureous water, ejected in irregular explosions. 

Mr. Alcock enriched the sketch of his journey with a valuable 
and elaborate account of the history and political condition of Japan, 
and concluded it with an Appendix, on the Vegetable Productions 
of Japan, by Mr. Veitch, who accompanied the expedition. 

The President said they had on that occasion the pleasure of seeing 
amongst them a distinguished public man, to whose decision and energy the 
treaty was to be attributed. Lord Elgin had not only seen Japan itself as 
well as its people, but had had the advantage of mingling with its public 
men, discussing questions of public interest, and making himself acquainted 
with subjects of a political and economical character, and he hoped Lord 
Elgin would give them some account of that which he had seen. 

The Eael op Elgin wished most unaffectedly to say, that it would give him 
the very greatest pleasure if he thought he could contribute any information 
whatever that would be worthy their hearing, in addition to the interesting 
and very instructive paper which they bad just heard read. But, in truth, he 
came there quite as much to listen and to learn as any individual present ; and 
if he obeyed the summons of the noble President, he did so simply in order 
that he might, with much regret— he must say some contrition — plead hia 
inability to give them the information which they supposed he could furnish. 
The truth was, that he had the satisfaction of being one of the pioneers of 
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England at Yeddo ; but all knew that it was not from those shaggy beards 
and leather aprons that they could expect to get geographical information, and 
he must say that he always felt the necessity of great caution in offering hasty 
opinions with respect to foreign countries. His Lordship then explained how 
they were conveyed to their station by his gallant friend Captain Osborn, who 
conducted them successfully not only through the storms which prevailed 
about the coasts of Japan, but who had also furnished a full and detailed report 
upon the subject. His Lordship said that, as regarded himself, he must re- 
mind them that he was only a fortnight at Yeddo, and he was only a very 
short time in other parts of the country ; and he thought they would believe 
him when he said that his time was so much taken up with his official duties, 
that he was able to obtain but little information of a different kind, but he 
would say that there was no place he had seen that so much surpassed his 
expectations as Japan. There was a neatness about all their arrangements, a 
cleanliness about their habits, a finish and a perfectitude about their work, an 
aptitude to do it, and a readiness to take up any of the results of civilization, 
which was perfectly astonishing. With respect to his own duties, for instance, 
he never met with diplomatists who were more shrewd, and he might also say 
that he never met with a greater readiness to take up a joke and enjoy it. He 
was bound to say that whenever he got into a difficulty with the diplomatists 
of Japan, the readiest way to get out of it was to make a joke. His Lord- 
ship illustrated the truth of his remarks by anecdotes ; after which, he ex- 
pressed his opinion that if they treated the people of the country to which he 
referred in a kind way, and did not ride rough-shod over them, no difficulty 
would be experienced. He was prepared to say that neither in the Japanese nor 
the Chinese treaty, was there a clause that was injurious to the people. It was 
true that there were some clauses which might be said to run counter to their 
habits and prejudices, and perhaps it was desirable that there were habits and 
prejudices of which they ought to get rid ; but when they were running 
counter to their prejudices, they should do it with kindness. As to the trade 
with Japan, it was much greater than had been expected. He was told, while 
in China, that there would be 7000 bales of silk sent from Japan this year. 
The Japanese silk was superior in quality to that of China. Of course, it was 
natural that it should take some time to develope a country which had been 
for 200 years shut out from intercourse with other nations, and had for that 
long period existed on its own resources. Still there was a disposition to 
take goods, but the Government had put in force sumptuary laws to prevent 
them. He thought it was very likely that they should soon have a very 
great and flourishing trade with Japan, and he could not but think that the 
state of things in Japan was favourable, and would be for the benefit of this 
country. His Lordship then concluded with a few remarks on Chinese affairs, 
in the course of which he paid a hearty tribute to the personal character and 
great courage of Mr. Parkes. 

Capt. Shereakd Osbokn said that as Japan was now being opened, he felt 
more and more convinced that, apart from a little tendency to colour which 
prevailed, the facts proved every day that the statements which had been 
made were correct. The extraordinary way in which the writer of the paper 
mentioned the existence of the arts, the vast number of houses, the state of 
agriculture, and the wonderful energy displayed by the people in the arrange- 
ment of every thing, whether the clipping of trees or cultivating the soil, must 
have struck every one. It was perfectly astonishing to see what their in- 
dustry had done in cultivating the beauties of God's works. It was the finish 
of what they did which struck every one. 

Major Biddulph said he was at Yeddo for ten days, and he passed 
afterwards through the inland sea of Japan. Nothing could be more 
interesting than what he saw when passing through it. The shores were 
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covered with villages, boats were plying from one side to the other, the islands 
were covered with evergreens, which, though it was in the midst of winter, 
gave them quite a luxuriant appearance. 

The President said they would perhaps allow him to refer to one ex- 
pression which had fallen from Captain Osborn, and that was with respect to 
the way in which the people cultivated God's works — or to the pleasure 
which they felt in decorating their mother earth. He was sorry to say that 
they saw comparatively little of that feeling in Europe. Lucre was generally 
the great object which the people had in view, and the decoration of the earth 
was not attended to as it ought to be. He thought there was evidence of want 
of civilisation and refinement in its neglect. They must all feel that especial 
thanks were due to Mr. Alcock, and also to Lord Elgin for his remarks. 
Unfortunately, in dealing with other races, the disposition " I am a Roman" 
— Bomanus sum — prevailed among our countrymen to too great an extent ; but 
he hoped that the spirit of disregarding the disposition and the feelings of the 
people would not be encouraged by our authorities in Japan. 

The meeting was then adjourned to the Anniversary, May 27th. 
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